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Blackfeet Nation • Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe • Confederated Tribes of the Warm Springs Indian Reservation of Oregon • Crow Creek 
Sioux Tribe • Crow Nation • Eastern Shoshone Tribe • Fort Belknap Indian Community • Mandan, Hidatsa & Arikara Nation 

Muscogee (Creek) Nation • Navajo Nation • Northern Arapaho Tribe • Northern Cheyenne Tribe • Oglala Sioux Tribe • Rosebud Sioux 
Tribe • San Carlos Apache Tribe • Shoshone-Bannock Tribes • Shoshone-Paiute Tribes of the Duck Valley Indian Reservation • Sisseton 

Wahpeton Sioux Tribe • Spirit Lake Nation • Spokane Tribe • Ute Indian Tribe • Ute Mountain Ute Tribe • Walker River Paiute Tribe 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Brendan Carr, Chairman  
Federal Communications Commission 
45 L Street, NE 
Washington, DC 20554 
 

Re:  GN Docket No. 25-59; GN Docket No. 13-185; WT Docket No. 25-70 

Dear Chairman Carr, and Commissioners Gomez and Trusty, 

I write as the Executive Director of the Coalition of Large Tribes (COLT), an intertribal organization 
representing the interests of the more than 50 tribes with reservations of 100,000 acres or more, 
encompassing more the 95% of the Indian Country lands and more than half of the Native 
American population, to request a tribal priority window (TPW) for the upcoming AWS-3 spectrum 
auction, and every Federal Communications Commission (Commission) auction moving forward 
under your Administration. I understand it is late in the process for the AWS-3 auction, which is fast 
approaching, but I write to express the importance of spectrum access to the COLT member tribes.  

The Commission’s 2.5GHz Rural Tribal Priority Window was and continues to be a great success 
among COLT member tribes. We are hopeful that you will build on that successful policy that 
allowed many COLT tribes to expand wireless access to businesses and people living on and 
visiting their lands. Furthermore, spectrum is a vital natural resource that tribal nations have a 
vested interest in. We kindly request that you uphold the trust and treaty responsibilities that the 
United States owes to tribal nations by administering TPWs for each of your auctions, beginning 
with the forthcoming AWS-3 auction, so that tribes are afforded the opportunity to exercise self-
determination through wireless networks on their lands in a meaningful way. Under our Treaties 
and with the Trust responsibilities of the United States we are requesting a carveout as part of 
subsequent auctions, since Tribes cannot compete with deep pocket corporations, yet require 
access to the essential services for Tribal Healthcare, Law Enforcement and Schools among others 
that wireless services provide. 

Respectfully, 

 

Oliver J. Semans Sr.   
OJ Semans, Sr., COLT Executive Director 
(https://largetribes.org/)  
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